
CAPTAIN CRAB
“TALKIN’ TRASH”

What is MARINE DEBRIS???
MARINE DEBRIS is on our beaches and in our oceans!  Common items like fishing line,

strapping bands and six-pack rings can hamper the mobility of birds and marine animals. Once
entangled, animals have trouble eating, breathing or swimming, all of which
can have fatal results!  Birds, fish and mammals often mistake plastic for
food. Some birds even feed it to their babies. With plastic in their stomachs,

animals have a false feeling of being full, and may die of starvation. Sea turtles
mistake plastic bags for jellyfish, one of their favorite foods. Almost 90% of floating MARINE
DEBRIS is plastic. Because plastic floats and can take hundreds of years to decompose, it is

especially harmful to birds and marine life!

TRASH OUR BEACH
PAY THE PRICE!

Fines up to $2,000 for trashing our beach!

How MARINE DEBRIS Harms People
Beachgoers can cut themselves on glass and metal left on the beach. MARINE DEBRIS also endangers the safety and

livelihood of fishermen and recreational boaters. Nets and fishing line can get caught in propellers and plastic bags can block
the boats cooling system. Such damage is hazardous and costs money in terms of repair and lost fishing time.

REDUCE - REUSE - RECYCLE
For every item we recycle or reuse, that’s one less piece of trash that can become a part of the MARINE DEBRIS cycle,

threatening people and wildlife. We should recycle, but what if we don’t? Let’s see how long the things we toss in the trash
take to decompose:
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1 - 5 years
10 - 20 years
30 - 40 years
50 years
100 years
500 years
1,000 years
Indefinitely!!!

Cigarette Butts
Plastic bags
Nylon fabric
Tin cans
Plastic 6-pack holders
Aluminum cans & tabs
Glass bottles
Plastic bottles & styrofoam


