Valley Proud Elects New Chairman of the Board

Georgiana Matz

Valley Proud Board Member Georgiana Matz has been elected as Chairman of the
Valley Proud Environmental Council, replacing the late James Matz.

Speaking for the Board, Vice Chairman Scott Friedman, Port Isabel, said the vote
was unanimous. “We feel that Georgiana is best suited to lead us in carrying on the
body of work that our founder, James Matz, set out for us,” Friedman added. “We also
want the people of the Rio Grande Valley to know that we are committed to working
vigorously to maintain current Valley Proud projects and add new ones as time and budget
allows. We are not about to let James’ legacy fall by the wayside.”

Georgiana has been a member of the VPEC Board for thirteen years and Secre-

tary/ Treasurer of the MacRae Foundation Endowment Board for 8 years. She currently lives in Palm Valley
and is active in a number of organizations including member of the Texas State Board of Dental Examiners,
Chair of Palm Valley Board of Adjustments & Appeals and President of Chapter FY of PE.O. Her past public
service has included board member of Loaves & Fishes Homeless Shelter, President of the EDC-South Padre
Island, Alderman-South Padre Island and Founding Chairman of the South Padre Island Community Foundation.

Don’t Be Crude-
Used Oil Recycling

Used oil must be discarded properly to keep

it from contaminating the environment. Two

hundred million gallons of used oil are improperly

disposed of each year in the U.S.A. Valley Proud
and the Texas Commission On Environmental
Quality (TCEQ) began a joint project in 1997 to
promote recycling of used oil and oil filters.
Recycling just two gallons of used oil can
generate enough electricity to run the average

household for almost 24 hours. An extensive media 3 real strain on landfill capacities. As part of ongoing

campaign is launched each year to encourage Texans & g 0 congerve landfill space, the Valley Proud

to recycle their used oil and oil filters. Valley Proud * Environmental Council has long been urging indi-
i viduals and businesses to leave grass clippings on

radio announcements to spread the message, “Dont g oy 04 g

Be Crude,” put used oil and oil filters in their place :

utilizes newspaper ads, flyers, and public service

by recycling them.

Grande Valley have set up collection centers for

are also accepting used oil and filters.

VALLEY PROUD BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dave Friedman
Sea Ranch Enterprises, SPI

Chairman Georgiana Matz

Palm Valley

Vice Chairman Scott Friedman

Marina Village, Inc., Port Isabel Ambiotec Env. Consultants
Secretary/Treasurer Elaine Lockhart Harlingen

Harlingen Courtney Hayden

Bohby Aguilar South Padre Island Cinema

Rio Grande Valley Sugar Growers

Santa Rosa KVEO-TV - Brownsville

Kevin Alford Dorthea Pennington

Alford Insurance - Brownsville Raymondville
Nancy Brown Francisco Trevifio
Santa Ana Wildlife Refuge Monterrey, Mexico

Alamo
Tomas Cantu
Roma

Blanca Vela
Brownsville

American Electric Power » Bargain Book e BBVA Compass Bank-Brownsville e Brownsville Herald « Cameron County Drainage District #5 e Cameron County Parks &

Bill Jorn, General Manager :

: . Don’t Bag It Campaign

The Environmen-

tal Protection Agency

(EPA) estimates that
) yard waste accounts
for 18% of the refuse
dumped into land-
fills, a figure
" that rises as

high as 50%

during the growing
season. This has put

Ads currently being placed in both daily and

i weekly newspapers in the four county area as well

Most cities and towns in the four county Rio : as public service radio announcements carry the

E ((D ), B I » .
used oil and ol filters. Advance Auto Parts, Auto- : ont bag It message

Zone, O'Reilley Auto Parts, and Pep Boyslocations & ot of fresh clippings to the lawn. Grass clippings

© provide valuable nutrients to the soil, reduce the

An environmentally sound option is the direct

need for fertilizer, and save water.

: ENDOWMENT FUND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Maribel Bermudez Guerrero  :

PRESIDENT SECRETARY/TREASURER
William Hudson Maribel Bermudez Guerrero
Managing Director, Ambiotec Env. Consultants
Paseo de la Resaca Harlingen
Brownsville Tomas Cantu
VICE PRESIDENT Roma
Bill Martin John Martin
Morgan Stanley, McAllen Valley Land Fund
McAllen

VALLEY PROUD SPONSORS:

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2010-2011

TEXAS ADOPT-A-BEACH CLEAN UP
(Fall) September 2010

RI0O REFORESTATION
10-16-2010/Rain Date 10-30-10

CHRISTMAS COMPOST
12-26-10 to 01-01-11

ALL VALLEY ARBOR MONTH
February 2011

TEXAS ADOPT-A-BEACH CLEANUP
(Winter Texans)
Late February 2011

PROJECT REDIRECTORY
March 2011

ALL VALLEY TRASH BASH
04-02-11
TEXAS COUNTRY CLEAN UP
04-02-11 to 04-09-11

TEXAS ADOPT-A-BEACH CLEAN UP
(Spring) April 2011
TEXAS ADOPT-A-BEACH CLEAN UP
(Fall) September 2011

TEXAS RECYCLES DAY
November 15,2011

ONGOING PROJECTS
Captain Crab And The Beach Patrol
Clean Beach Campaign
And Puppet Show
Anti-illegal Dumping
“Don't Be Crude” Used Qil Recycling
“Don’t Bag It” Grass Clipping Campaign
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VALLEY PROUD MEMBERSHIPS: Valley Proud’s operating funds come from cash, grants, and in-kind memberships from businesses, local governments, media, and individuals. Membership categories range from $35 (Proud

Friend) to $2,500 (Proud Sponsor) or more and are tax-deductible. You are cordially invited to join by sending your check payable to Valley Proud Environmental Council, 513 East Jackson Street, Suite 304, Harlingen, Texas
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Our Founder Left Us
A Legacy And A Challenge

The Valley Proud Environmental Council
exists today because James Matz had an idea. That
idea became a goal, a mission if you will, to enlist
other like-minded people who had a desire to improve
their environment.

The success of Valley Proud is due in no small
part to the passion that James communicated to
those who would listen.

and carrying out projects, and to help raise funds
to communicate them.

Valley Proud has received state and national
recognition and many awards over the years with
its numerous projects. More importantly, it has
helped make the Rio Grande Valley a better place
to live. That is what drove James to spend endless
hours working to create

He gave 100 percent of

himself to building a co- “You see thlngS and Say, Why’)
But | dream things that never
were and say, Why not?”

—George Bernard Shaw

alition of people that
spanned the four county
area of the Rio Grande
Valley.

From the first

and maintain the success
of all the projects over
the years.

Today we are
challenged to keep
James’ legacy alive. If
he was here today, he

project to clean up trash
on our highways and byways, other environmental
projects came one after the other from the fertile
mind of James Matz. James also realized that he
was not a one man band and set about finding people
to form a board of directors to assist in organizing

would be working just
as hard to insure the success of the next project
on the calendar. So it is up to each of us to give
our best effort to make sure that Valley Proud
continues to be the best it can be. James would
ask for nothing less.

1937-2010

Valley Proud - Past, Present and Future

In 1990, a small group of concerned volunteers
met to discuss how we could mobilize and motivate :
: munity Foundation, another dream came true.

people in the Lower Rio Grande Valley to recycle
and conserve valuable landfill space.

From this meeting, we developed a vision and  :
a dream. That dream came true with the creation :

of the Valley Proud Environmental Council, a
regional, binational project-oriented organization
which addresses a broad range of local needs from
responsible solid waste disposal to reforestation.

During the past 20 years, Valley Proud has

non-profit organization of its kind in the United
States. We have been recognized with 11 major

state and national awards. Valley Proud has a fully :
operational office and a paid coordinator supported :

financially by members, sponsors and grants.

Dr. and Mrs. M.M. MacRae, and a working
relationship with the South Padre Island Com-

"Never doubt that a small group of
committed citizens can change the
world. Infact, they are the only
ones that ever have."

—Margaret Mead

we are assured of the continuation of Valley

: Proud's projects for the benefit of the over 3,000,000
i people who now live in this area on both sides of the
¢ Rio Grande. We are hopeful that other individuals,
: companies and organizations will add their contri-
: butions to the endowment fund in the future.

As we begin our twenty-first project year, where

©do we want to be in the future? Our hope is that
: we will expand our programs with more participation
: in Mexico. Given the enormous support we have
i from the media, in both English and Spanish, we
: should be able to encourage and support projects in
grown and matured into the most successful regional : Wit the proceeds of the sale of land donated by :

¢ the MacRaes, we established the MacRae Endow- :
. ment Fund. This fund will generate income in
perpetuity to cover some of Valley Proud’s basic
costs. With this income, along with the continued
¢ support of our loyal sponsors and new contributors, :
In the year 2000, thanks to the generosity of

Reynosa, Matamoros, and other communities in
Northern Mexico.

The people who have the most claim to the
earth we live on have not yet been born. We must
never forget we did not inherit this earth from our
parents, it is on loan from our children, our grand-

: children and the generations to come.



A Timeless Message From
The Founding Chairman

Thank you for your interest in improving the
quality of life and conserving natural resources in
this area.

Valley Proud strongly believes that the most
effective way to promote responsible behavior is
through education and hands-on projects.

There is an old Chinese proverb that sums it
up very well:

If you are thinking a year ahead,
Ssow a seed,
If you are thinking ten years ahead,
plant a forest,
If you are thinking one hundred years ahead,

educate the people,
By sowing a seed once, you
harvest only once,
By planting a forest, you will
harvest tenfold,
By educating the people, you will
harvest your dreams.
Valley Proud invites you to join in “harvesting” our
dreams.

Never forget that giant oak was nothing more than
a little nut who held his ground.

James R. Matz

VALLEY PROUD AWARDS

Texas Urban Forestry Council
Regional Project Award

Clean Texas 2000 Governor's Award
for Environmental Excellence for
Civic/Non-Profit Organizations

Keep Texas Beautiful
Civic Organization Award

National Arbor Day Foundation
Regional Program Award

Robert Rodale
Environmental Excellence Award

Renew America National Award
for Community Environmental Education

Keep America Beautiful
National Regional Project Award

Chevron-Times Mirror Magazine
Conservation Award

Texas General Land Office
Coastal Education & Public Awareness Award

Renew America National Award
for Environmental Sustainability
and Community Education

Gulf Guardian Award Civic/Non Profit
Captain Crab Clean Beach Campaign
& Puppet Show

All Valley Trash Bash Celebrates
Twentieth Year

The Valley Proud Environmental
Council organized the first All Valley
Trash Bash in 1990, which was the first
multi-county cleanup effort in the state
of Texas.

In 1996, the Trash Bash was ex-
panded to a week for the collection of
household furniture, appliances and
other non-hazardous materials from
rural residents in the four-county area.
In 2009, more than 25, 200 bags of
trash were collected, totaling more than
158 tons of waste.

Once again, the four-county Rio
Grande Valley led the way in cleaning
up city streets and alleys, parks, county
roads and drainage ditches with the
All Valley Trash Bash and Texas
Country Cleanup April 10-17. Three Cameron County Precincts and all four Willacy County Commissioners
Precincts participated in the cleanup, as did Precincts 1, 2, and 3 in Hidalgo County.

On Saturday, April 10, volunteers from cities and towns pitched in to pick up trash. It is estimated
that more than 200, 000 volunteers participated in the Annual Don't Mess With Texas Trash-Off organized
by the Texas Department of Transportation (TXDOT) and Keep Texas Beautiful (KTB).

Trash thrown out by thoughtless individuals destroys the natural beauty of our Valley roadways. Thousands
of caring volunteers work hard to clean up after these people who keep trashing our countryside. Valley
Proud is proud to be at the forefront of eradicating litter and to be partnering with Keep Texas Beautiful's
Trash-Off and Keep America Beautiful's Great American Cleanup. The more people and organizations
that become involved, the more we can accomplish in trash removal and illegal dumping prevention
throughout the Rio Grande Valley.

Arroyo Cleanup Big Success

Fifty-five hardy souls turned out on Saturday, February 6, to clean up five miles of the Arroyo
Colorado. The event, sponsored by Keep Texas Beautiful, Valley Proud, the Valley Sportsmen’s Club, and
the Laguna Madre Fly Fishing Association, picked up over 3,000 pounds of bagged trash, three tires, one
refrigerator, a water heater, a chair and assorted junk.

The Valley Sportsmen’s Club said it was the best cleanup they had ever seen. The Texas Waterway
Cleanup Program is a partnership between Keep Texas Beautiful and the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality that supports cleanup programs and educational activities around fresh waterways.
In 2009, some 16, 333 volunteers cleaned 930 miles of Texas waterways.

Christmas Tree Composting

City of Alton Trash Bash.

Rio Reforestation XVIIl Extends Wildlife Habitat

The Valley Proud Environmental Council

and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service utilized some
1,000 volunteers to help restore wildlife habitat by :

planting 14, 000 native tree seedlings and shrubs
on the Lower Rio Grande Valley Wildlife Refuge’s

Cottam tract south of Expressway 83 near the town

of Granjeno on Saturday, October 10, 2009.

Volunteers began working at 8 a.m. and were
finished before 12 noon. They were rewarded for
their hard work with a tasty lunch of hot dogs,
chips and cold drinks.

Project Rio Reforestation is an ongoing effort

to restore natural habitat by planting native trees
and shrubs in the Lower Rio Grande Valley where

only about five percent of the original brush remains
: habitat along the “Wildlife Corridor” which
i stretches from Falcon Lake State Park to the Gulf

¢ of Mexico.

today. Restoring habitat helps protect native plant
and animal species, and supports ecotourism and
birding. Valley Proud volunteers have been active
participants in this habitat restoration effort for
fifteen years.

Since 1994, Valley Proud has partnered with
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to mobilize

volunteers to plant over 200, 000 native seedling

The restored habitat greatly improves the

: quality of life in the Rio Grande Valley. The

: plantings benefit our wildlife, increase ecotourism
:and economic development. Valley Proud is pleased
: to be a part of this ongoing project to improve the

In an ongoing effort to save valuable landfill

space, Valley Proud has been actively promoting
the chipping and composting of used Christmas
trees as part of the solution.

Valley Proud runs ads in the four county area
newspapers, as well as public service radio and TV :
announcements encouraging individuals and busi- :
nesses to call their local city hall to find out where :

to take their trees. Trees devoid of decorations,

tinsel or flocking, were accepted at 22 locations
throughout the Valley from December 26, 2009
through January 2, 2010.

When the project first began some years ago,
trees were collected and hauled to South Padre
Island to use as a base to build sand dunes. When
transportation became impractical, the trees were
chipped and composted and used for mulch.

Project ReDirectory Saves Landfill Space

As part of an ongoing effort to save valuable space in Valley landfills, the Valley Proud Environmental
Council once again joined with AT & T Real Yellow Pages, city recycling centers and the media, to promote

the recycling of outdated telephone directories.

Project Redirectory urges businesses and individuals to take their old phone directories to recycling
centers in the cities of Alamo, Alton, Brownsville, Edinburg, Harlingen, Lyford, McAllen, and Pharr, San
Benito City Hall and Service Center, and recycling centers in San Juan and Weslaco.

An estimated 23.81 tons of directories were collected from March 1 through March 31, 2010.

trees and shrubs to restore more than 725 acres of

quality of life in the Rio Grande Valley.

VPEC Celebrates Arbor Month in February

The Valley Proud Environmental Council makes a major effort to encourage native tree planting and
Arbor Month ceremonies during the month of February in some 25 cities throughout the four county Rio
Grande Valley.

Arbor activities are scheduled earlier in the Rio Grande Valley than the rest of the country due to the
fact that February has ideal climatic conditions for tree planting. To facilitate Arbor Day activities, Valley
Proud has prepared and is distributing a comprehensive guide for planning and holding Arbor Day ceremonies.
The guide is available free of charge from Valley Proud.

Valley Proud uses an extensive media campaign
to focus public attention on “All Valley Arbor Month”
and to promote member communities’ Arbor Day
Celebrations. Valley Proud has developed slogans such
as “Arboles de Amistad” (Trees of Friendship), “Plant
A Memory, Plant A Tree, Do It Today For Tomorrow,”
and “Native Trees Are The Answer,” to support the
project’s use of radio, television, newspapers, billboards
and flyers.

“If each person in South Texas and nearby North-
ern Mexico would plant just one tree during the next seven years, by the year 2015 we can add about three
million trees to improve the quality of life and celebrate Valley Proud’s 25th anniversary,” said James Matz,
the late Chairman of the Valley Proud Environmental Council, during the launching of Phase Two of the
Trees of Friendship/Arboles de Amistad project. “I'm confident we can do it,” Matz added.

The Valley Proud Environmental Council coordinates Arbor Month activities and has published
planting guides;"A Guide To Growing Healthy Trees In The Rio Grande Valley”, in both English and
Spanish, “A Guide For Selecting and Planting Native Shrubs and Trees on South Padre Island and In the
Lower Laguna Madre Area” and “A Guide For Selecting and Planting Native Cacti, Ground Cover, Trees,
Vines and Wild flowers In The Rio Grande Valley of Texas and Mexico.” The Tree Planting Guide
recommends trees to plant in this area and stresses the fact that native trees are preferred since they are best
able to resist drought, disease, and freezing. The Shrub and Plant Guides recommend native shrubs and
plants that can be planted on South Padre Island and anywhere else in the Rio Grande Valley. All the guides
and brochures are available, free of charge, from www.valleyproud.org.

Now that almost 95% of the original native trees, shrubs and plants have been destroyed to accommodate
development, it is more important than ever that we take advantage of Arbor Month to plant native trees
and shrubs. It is now a well documented fact that ecotourism is growing and positively impacts our economy.
This will continue only if we recognize that the preservation and creation of habitat makes it possible for
the animals and birds that tourists come to see, to survive and multiply. If everyone does just a little, together
we can accomplish a lot. Why not “Plant A Memory, Plant A Tree, Do It Today for Tomorrow.”

Education Key to Success
of Captain Crab Clean Beach

Since its first performance in January, 2006,
Valley Proud's puppet show has entertained and
educated thousands of fourth graders in the four
county area of the Rio Grande Valley on the impor-
tance of keeping our beaches clean.

Prior to the 20 minute puppet show, students
view a video entitied “A Day At The Beach,” empha-
sizing the message “Trash Our Beach, Pay The Price.”

Since its debut, the Captain Crab puppet show
has performed for more than 106 elementary schools
and 31, 943 students throughout the region, as well
as twelve other public events that drew 9, 070 other
viewers. A cumulative survey conducted through
April of 2010 showed that 33% of fourth grade students
had heard of Captain Crab, 37% had seen Captain
Crab on billboards and beach signs, and 59% of all
students wanted to help Captain Crab and The Beach
Patrol stamp out litter.

Each puppet show costs approximately $250
to perform. The Captain Crab Clean Beach Project
and puppet show has been funded through a grant
from the Texas General Land Office and NOAA. This
allows Valley Proud to offer performances to school
districts at no charge.

During the past year, several new projects have
been added. A new Captain Crab costume with the
ahility to change facial expressions was purchased
with VPEC funds. A new “Captain Crab and The
Beach Patrol” is being produced adding a recycling
component to the revised script, and, as part of a
pilot program, Valley Proud purchased one hundred
and seventy-five 18.7 gallon classroom bins and ten
35 gallon recycling containers with with funds from
the Texas General Land Fund Office and implemented
an educational recycling program throughout the
Point Isabel Independent School District.

The PIISD Recycling Program was kicked off
on November 14,2009. All the Port Isabel schools
are now collecting white paper, newspapers and
cardboard which are picked up by the Port Isabel
Recycling Center.

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Valley Proud Environmental
Council, a non-profit 501 (c-3) organization, is
to preserve the natural beauty and environment
of the Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas and
Mexico, by promoting education and public
awareness projects, including those that
encourage proper tree planting and maintenance,
solid waste management and responsible

behavior by all those who live and visit here.

We fulfill our mission by forging partnerships

between grassroots volunteer organizations and

the public and private sectors, which support

our projects and result in improving the quality

of life, enhancing economic development and

tourism, and which conserve public and private
natural resources.




