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Captain Crab & The Beach Patrol Puppet Show Expanded

Thanks to the
support of the Texas
General Land Office
Coastal Coordination
Council, Valley Proud
has transformed an idea
into a bilingual multi-
media project and one-
of-a-kind puppet show
for the purpose of
changing irresponsible
behavior through
environmental education
in deep south Texas.
Utilizing the Texas
General Land Office
grant, Valley Proud
purchased a Captain
Crab costume and several
puppets, including a

After the summer,
scheduling will resume
for RGV schools. Valley
Proud meets with the
elementary campus
principals/facilitators
prior to scheduling and
provides them a packet
with the Captain Crab
video, a newsletter, the
Captain Crab pledge, a
litter fact sheet and a
brief survey concerning
Captain Crab to be
completed prior to each
school’s performance.
“Educating our children
on keeping our beaches
clean is fundamental to
improving our

pirate, a seagull, a turtle,
a pelican and dolphin.
A stage and a portable professional sound system
were added to make the show self contained.
The puppet show performances began in

January 2006, in fourth grade classrooms throughout
the Lower Rio Grande Valley. The performances
have been expanded to include a multitude of groups
including civic functions. Valley Proud has also been
working with a newly formed group from Monterrey,

Captain Crah and his Beach Patrol cast entertain students at elementary school puppet show.

Mexico, to introduce the puppet show into schools
there via a DVD.

With a script written and recorded by Dan
Niedermeyer, Marantha Productions, of Lancaster,
PA, the puppets present a 20 minute program. As
part of the program, students view a seven minute
video entitled, “A Day At The Beach”, emphasizing
the message “Trash Our Beach, Pay The Price.”

environment,” said Valley
Proud Chairman James
Matz. “Taking this program to the schools is critical
to being successful,” Matz added.

The Captain Crab Clean Beach anti-littering
campaign was conceived in 1998 by a coalition of
government entitites, companies and private citizens
led by Valley Proud and the Texas General Land
Office.

Valley Proud - Past, Present and Future

In 1990, a small
group of concerned
volunteers met to
discuss how we could
mobilize and motivate
people in the Lower
Rio Grande Valley to
recycle and conserve
valuable landfill space.

From this meeting,
we developed a vision
and a dream. That dream came true with the
creation of the Valley Proud Environmental Council,
a regional, binational project-oriented organization
which addresses a broad range of local needs from
responsible solid waste disposal to reforestation.

During the past 17 years, Valley Proud has
grown and matured into the most successful regional
non-profit organization of its kind in the United
States. We have been recognized with 10 major

state and national awards. Valley Proud has a fully
operational office and a paid coordinator supported
financially by members, sponsors and grants.
In the year 2000, thanks to the generosity of
Dr. and Mrs. M. M. MacRae, and a working
relationship with the South Padre Island Community
Foundation, another dream came true. With the

“In the end, our society will be judged not
only be what we create, but also by what

we refuse to destroy.”
— John Sawhill

proceeds of the sale of land donated by the MacRaes,
we established the MacRae Endowment Fund.

This fund will generate income in perpetuity to

cover some of Valley Proud’s basic costs. With this
income, along with the continued support of our
loyal sponsors and new contributors, we are assured
of the continuation of Valley Proud’s projects for
the benefit of the more than 2,000,000 people who

now live in this area on both sides of the Rio Grande.
We are hopeful that other individuals, companies
and organizations will add their contributions to
the endowment fund in the future.

As we begin our eighteenth project year, where
do we want to be in the future? My hope is that
we will expand our programs with more participation
in Mexico. Given the enormous support we have
from the media, in both English and Spanish, we
should be able to encourage and support projects in
Reynosa, Matamoros, and other communities in
Northern Mexico.

The people who have the most claim to the
earth we live on have not yet been born. We must
never forget we did not inherit this earth from our
parents, it is on loan from
our children, our grand-
children and the
generations to come.

James R. Matz



All Valley Arbor Month/Arboles de Amistad (Trees of Friendship)

In 1991, Valley Proud began supporting the
National Arbor Day Foundation’s efforts to set aside
a special day for tree planting. However, since the
ideal time for tree planting in the Rio Grande Valley
is earlier than the traditional Arbor Day held in
April, February was chosen as the month to celebrate
Arbor Day here.

The effort was so successful that Valley Proud
soon decided to devote the entire month of February
as “All Valley Arbor Month.” This expanded time
frame allows Valley communities to schedule tree
planting ceremonies and celebrations at a time
appropriate for their citizens and visitors.

Many of the 25 communities participated in
Arbor Month ceremonies this past February.
Schools, parks departments, businesses and home
builders are leading the way in tree plantings in the
four county Lower Rio Grande Valley. Itis estimated
that well over two million trees have been planted
in this area during the past fifteen years.

Valley Proud uses an extensive media campaign
to focus public attention on All Valley Arbor Month.
To promote member communities’ Arbor
Celebrations, Valley Proud has developed slogans
such as ‘Arboles de Amistad’ (Trees of Friendship),
‘Plant A Memory, Plant A Tree, Do It Today for
Tomorrow’ and ‘Native Trees Are The Answer’ to
support the projects use of radio, newsprint,
billboards, television, and other media.

To assist in tree planting efforts, Valley Proud
has published “Guide To Growing Healthy Trees
InThe Rio Grande Valley,” and second editions of
two brochures, one titled “A Guide For Selecting and

VALLEY PROUD AWARDS

Texas Urban Forestry Council
Regional Project Award

Clean Texas 2000 Governor's Award
for Environmental Excellence for
Civic/Non-Profit Organizations

Keep Texas Beautiful
Civic Organization Award

National Arbor Day Foundation
Regional Program Award

Robert Rodale
Environmental Excellence Award

Renew America National Award
for Community Environmental Education

Keep America Beautiful
National Regional Project Award

Chevron-Times Mirror Magazine
Conservation Award

Texas General Land Office
Coastal Education & Public Awareness Award

Renew America Earth Day 2000
Environmental Sustainability Award
for Community Education

Valley Proud Chairman James Matz shows copy of tree planting guide to audience during one of the many Arbor Month

ceremonies held in February.

Planting Native Shrubs and Trees On South Padre
Island And In The Laguna Madre Area,” and the other
“A Guide For Selecting And Planting Native Cacti,
Groundcovers, Shrubs, Trees, Vines and Wildflowers
InThe Rio Grande Valley of Texas and Mexico.” Copies
of all these Guides are available from participating
Rio Grande Valley nurseries and the Valley Proud
office.

Harlingen’s tree planting ceremony this year,

Valley Proud Chairman of the Board James Matz
lauded the group for their efforts. “You are a catalyst
for tree planting in this city,” Matz said. “Think of
how wonderful it would be if every homeowner in
Harlingen planted a tree this year. Soon there would
be hundreds and even thousands of new trees to
beautify our community. That’s awesome.”

Speaking to a group during the city of

All Valley Trash Bash Signature Event

Before there was Valley Proud, there was the Trash Bash, only it was the Harlingen Trash Bash. Then
it became the first project undertaken by the newly formed Valley Proud Environmental Council back in
1990. Thousands of volunteers fanned out across the four county area collecting and bagging trash from
streets, alleys, highways and byways. By the end of the day, tons and tons of bagged garbage dotted the
landscape, waiting to be hauled away.

Building on the success of that Trash Bash, Valley Proud has gone on to sponsor a number of other
environmental projects during the past seventeen years. The Annual Trash Bash, which was expanded
several years ago to include a week long Country Cleanup, is still the signature Valley Proud event.

Some 26 communities participated in the 2007 All Valley Trash Bash held on April 14. Results from
several of the communities show that over 2,500 volunteers collected almost 4,000 bags of trash. The
Country Cleanup from April 14th to April 21st produced another estimated 20 tons.

“A new mandatory garbage collection service instituted in Cameron County last year will help some
to lessen the amount of trash littering our highways and drainage ditches,” Valley Proud Vice Chairman
Dave Friedman said. “However, we still have a long way to go to overcome the trashing of our beautiful
Rio Grande Valley. Meanwhile you can count on Valley Proud to work tirelessly to lead the way in
promoting efforts to eliminate trash and litter, as well as illegal dumping.”

Christmas Tree Composting Project

In the early 1990’s, used Christmas trees were collected at numerous locations all across the Rio
Grande Valley and hauled to South Padre Island to use as a base to build sand dunes.

Disposition of the trees has changed during the past few years and they are now collected for chipping
and composting. Each year, Valley Proud utilizes public service advertising to divert thousands of used
Christmas trees, devoid of decorations, from Valley landfills.

From December 26, 2006 to January 6, 2007, some 22 drop-oft locations for used trees were made
available throughout the four county Rio Grande Valley. By January 6, Valley communities had collected
an estimated 23,500 trees for chipping and composting, thus easing the pressure on Valley landfills.



Project Redirectory: Over 20 Tons Collected

With landfill space at a
premium, Valley Proud joined
AT&T Yellow Pages, areca
businesses, city recycling
centers, and the media, to
promote the recycling of
outdated telephone direc-
tories. Over 20 tons were
collected for recycling from
March 1-31, 2007, thus saving
valuable space in Rio Grande
Valley landfills.

Businesses and indivi-
duals were urged to take their
old phone directories to
recycling centers located

throughout the Valley,
including all H-E-B stores,

A load of outdated telephone directories being delivered to one of the rcycling centers
during Project Redirectory.

Zarsky Lumber in Los Fresnos, all Burton Auto Supply stores, and the Port Isabel Wal-Mart. Other
locations included city recycling centers in Alamo, Edinburg, Harlingen, McAllen and Weslaco.

Captain Crab: Education Is The Key To Protecting Our Beaches

In 2006, Valley Proud took Captain Crab and
his Beach Patrol puppet show to elementary schools
across the Rio Grande Valley. Following are excerpts
from letters written to Captain Crab by fourth grade
students at Sullivan Elementary in San Benito.

“Thank you for coming because I learned that if
you throw trash on the beach and a police sees you he

James R. Matz Earns
Spirit of Freedom Award

Valley Proud Chairman James Matz was
honored recently with the Valley Morning Star
Newspaper's Spirit of Freedom Award. James
was selected in the “One Nation” category, which
recognizes citizens who make a difference
through their community spirit and
volunteerism.

The award cited James for founding
Harlingen Proud in 1988, and theValley Proud
Environmental Council in 1990.

Listing a number of projects, Valley Proud
has undertaken to combat the region’s
environmental threats, including trash and beach
cleanups, and tree plantings, the paper also noted
how James helped turn a former landfill into
Hugh Ramsey Nature Park in Harlingen, now
a World Birding Center satellite.

In accepting the award, James said “The
one thing I'm most proud of is the formation
and continual operation of the Valley Proud
Environmental Council.”

Valley Proud extends its congratulations
to founder James Matz.

“Never douht that a small group of concerned
citizens can change the world. In fact, they
are the only ones who ever have.”
Margaret Meade

will give you a fine of $2,000.” - Maria Rangel
“Captain Crab I sure would not want to pay
$2,000. If I did I'd have to work for it. Thanks again.”
- Emiliano Ramirez.
“You're the best, you teach me to pick up my trash.
If 1 see somebody littering our beach I will report them”.
- Marcelino Guajardo

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Valley Proud

Environmental Council, a 501(c)3 non-
profit Corporation, is to preserve the
natural beauty and environment of the
Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas and
Mexico by forging partnerships between
grassroots volunteer organizations and
the public and private sectors which
improve the quality of life, enhance
economic development and tourism,
and conserve public and natural

resources through education and public
awareness activities, including those that
encourage reforestation, proper waste
management and responsible behavior
by all those who live and visit here.

Thanks to Maria Gonzales, Case Manager for
Communities In Schools, Cameron County, Inc.,
for sending us these beautiful letters. They are
testimony to the effectiveness of educating our youth
to the necessity of protecting our beaches and by
extension our total environment.

Rio Reforestation XV Extends Wildlife Habitat

Since 1994, Valley Proud
has joined forces with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Sevice to
mobilize volunteers to plant
over 200,00 native seedling
trees and shrubs to restore
over 700 acres of habitat along
the “Wildlife Corridor”
stretching from Falcon Lake
on the west to the Gulf of
Mexico on the east.

Last October 28, the call
went out for 1,000 volunteers
to plant 14,000 native
seedlings on the Wildlife
Refuge’s Los Ebanos Tract
southeast of Sullivan City.
Various groups and individuals

turned out in force at § a.m.
and completed the task well
before the 12 noon deadline.
The hard working volunteers were rewarded with
a lunch of hot dogs and soft drinks.

The LRGV National Wildlife Refuge was
established in 1979 to create new habitat that has
been depleted largely through farming. The Refuge
now manages approximately 85,000 acres on 115
tracts of land, augmenting other protected habitat
at Laguna Atascosa National Wildflife Refuge,
Santa Ana NWR, and other land mangaged by

state and private organizations. The habitat is

Some of the 1,000 volunteers busy planting some of the 14,000 native seedling trees on
the National Wildlife's Los Ebanos Tract southeast of Sullivan City.

fragmented and the LRGVNWR is working
to link up isolated areas by restoring native vegetation
on Refuge properties.

The restored habitat greatly improves the
quality of life in the Rio Grande Valley. The
plantings benefit our wildlife, increase ecotourism,
and even economic development. Valley Proud is
pleased to be a part of this ongoing effort to improve
the quality of life in the Rio Grande Valley.



Don't Bag It Campaign
Each spring and summer, Valley Proud unveils
it’s ongoing “Don't Bag It” campaign to remind
businesses and homeowners that
they should leave grass clippings
on lawns to provide moisture
") retention and valuable
nutrients while saving
valuable landfill space.
Utilizing news-
v+, paper ads, radio
D announcements and
fliers, Valley Proud
reminds people that
landfill space is limited and it is therefore important
that we do everything possible to reduce our trash
output. One of the best ways to accomplish this is
to leave grass clippings on our lawns when we mow.

“Human subtlety...will never
devise an invention more
beautiful, more simple or more
direct than does nature, because in
her inventions nothing is lacking
and nothing is superfluous.”
Leonardo da Vinci - 1508

Don't Be Crude-
Used Oil Recycling

Recycling used oil and oil filters has been a
joint project of Valley Proud and the Texas Natural
Resources Commission(TCEQ) since its inception
in 1997. An extensive media campaign is launched
each year to encourage citizens to recycle their used
oil and filters. This very successful campaign has
resulted in the collection of over 120,000 gallons
of used motor oil and thousands of used oil filters.
Valley Proud has also distributed more than 3,500
free hand-held oil recycling containers.
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Board Member Profile

Courtney Hayden

A native Texan,
Courtney Hayden was born
and raised in Houston,
Texas. Her undergraduate
degree was earned at
Southwestern University in
Georgetown, and she
received an M. Ed. from

the University of North
Texas.

Following 16 years teaching junior high, she
entered the world of non-profit management. From
1990 to 1997 she served on the staff of the Hurst-
Euless-Bedford Chamber of Commerce, the last 4
of which she was President and CEO. In her
volunteer time she served as President of the local
boards of the American Cancer Society and the
American Heart Association, and was a member of
the Board of Directors of the Hurst-Euless-Bedford
Economic Development Foundation and the Hurst-
Euless-Bedford Education Foundation.

The Rio Grande Valley and South Padre Island
were calling her, however, so in 1999 she moved to
live full-time on South Padre where she owns and
manages Island Cinema. She has served on the
Convention and Visitors Bureau Special Events
Committee, the board of the South Padre Island
Community Foundation and the Leadership Laguna
Madre Steering Committee. She is currently Vice-
Chairman of the SPI Chamber of Commerce.

Courtney loves to travel. Her most frequent
destinations are Austin where she visits her son Tim
and his wife Halea, and Dallas, where her daughter
Erin lives with her husband Chris Andrews and
their three young daughters.

Courtney Hayden
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VICE PRESIDENT-WILLIAM HUDSON
Managing Director-Paseo de la Resaca, Brownsville
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LAURA MAXWELL, Valley Proud, Executive Director
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Valley Proud
Calendar of Events
2007-2008

Texas Adopt-A-Beach Cleanup (Fall)
September 22, 2007

Rio Reforestation
October 13, 2007 - Rain Date October 27
Tree planting to restore habitat
along the Rio Grande.

Christmas Tree Composting
December 26, 2007 - January 5, 2008
Christmas Trees are collected for
mulching and composting

All Valley Arbor Month
February, 2008
Ceremonies will be held Valleywide

Texas Adopt-A-Beach Cleanup
(Winter Texans - late February 2008)

Project Redirectory
March, 2008
Outdated telephone directories are
collected for recycling

All Valley Recycling Day
March 1, 2008
Increased emphasis on
Reduce, Reuse, Buy Recycled

All Valley Trash Bash
April 5, 2008
Volunteers clean up litter Valleywide

Texas Country Cleanup
April 5-12, 2008

Texas Adopt-A-Beach Cleanup (Spring)
April, 2008

ONGOING PROJECTS
Captain Crab Clean Beach Campaign
Anti-lllegal Dumping
"Don’t Be Crude" Used Oil Recycling
"Don’t Bag It" Grass Clipping Campaign
Buy Recyled

Valley Proud Sponsors:

American Electric Power e Bank of America
Bargain Book ¢ Brownsville Herald  Cameron County
Parks System e City of Brownsville ¢ City of Harlingen
City of McAllen e City of San Benito e City of Weslaco

Coastal Current ¢ H-E-B » BMP Radio
KFRQ-FM/KKPS-FM/KVLY-FM e KGBT-FM e KGBT-TV
KMBH-TV/FM/KHID-FM ¢ KNVO-TV e KRGV-TV
KTLM-TV ¢ KVEO-TV e Time Warner Cable
L & F Distributors e La Feria News ¢ Lamar Outdoor

Lone Star National Bank ¢ Long, Chilton, LLP

Los Fresnos News ¢ Dr. & Mrs. M.M. MacRae
Mid Valley Town Crier ¢ Red River Service Corporation

Rio Grande Valley Sugar Growers ¢ San Benito News
Port Isabel/SPI Press e Texas Commission On
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) e Texas Forest Service
Texas General Land Office ¢ Town of South Padre Island
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service o Valley Baptist Health Plans
Valley Morning Star

Valley Proud Memberships

Valley Proud’s operating funds come from cash, grants, and in-kind memberships
from businesses, local governments, media, and individuals. Membership categories
range from $35 (Proud Friend) to $2,500 (Proud Sponsor) or more and are tax-
deductible. You are cordially invited to join by sending your check payable to Valley
Proud Environmental Council, 513 East Jackson Street, Suite 304, Harlingen,
Texas 78550. If you have any questions, please call 956-412-8004 or visit our
website: www.valleyproud.org



