
now live in this area on both sides of the Rio Grande.
We are hopeful that other individuals, companies
and organizations will add their contributions to
the endowment fund in the future.

As we begin our nineteenth project year, where
do we want to be in the future?  My hope is that
we will expand our programs with more participation
in Mexico.  Given the enormous support we have
from the media, in both English and Spanish, we
should be able to encourage and support projects in
Reynosa, Matamoros, and other communities in
Northern Mexico.

The people who have the most claim to the
earth we live on have not yet been born.  We must
never forget we did not inherit this earth from our
parents, it is on loan from
our children, our grand-
children and the
generations to come.
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At an Arbor Month event held in
February, Chairman James Matz announced
that the Valley Proud Environmental Council
has set a new goal of planting over three
million trees in this area by the year 2015.

“If each person in South Texas and
nearby Northern Mexico would plant just
one tree during the next eight years, by the
year 2015 we can add almost three million
trees to improve the quality of life and
celebrate Valley Proud’s 25th anniversary,”
Matz added, during the launching of Phase
Two of the Trees of Friendship/Arboles de
Amistad project.

“I’m confident we can do it,” Matz said.
“Now that almost 95% of the original

native trees, shrubs and plants have been
destroyed to accommodate development, it
is more important than ever that we take
advantage of Arbor Month to plant native
trees and shrubs,” Matz added.  “If everyone
does just a little bit-plants one tree-together
we can accomplish a lot.  Why not “Plant
A Memory, Plant A Tree?  “Do It Today For
Tomorrow”.

Arbor activities are scheduled earlier
in the Rio Grande Valley than the rest of
the country because February has the ideal
climate for tree planting.  Valley Proud
recently prepared  and is distributing free
of charge a comprehensive guide for planning

and holding Arbor Month ceremonies.
Valley Proud coordinates Arbor Month

activities and has published three planting
guides: a Tree Planting Guide, in both
English and Spanish, for the Lower Rio
Grande Valley; and two Native Tree, Shrub
and Plant Guides, one for the Lower Laguna
Madre and one for the entire lower Rio
Grande Valley and northern Mexico.  The
Tree Planting Guide recommends trees to
plant in this area and stresses the fact that
native trees are preferred since they are best
able to resist drought, disease and freezing.

Valley Proud was honored to receive a
$20,000 grant from the prestigious Meadows
Foundation as well as an $8,000 grant from
the Texas Forest Service’s Urban Forestry
Partnership.  The grants were used to
purchase additional Planting Guides and
Tree Guides, and to purchase outdoor
billboards, television, and newspaper
ads to promote All Valley Arbor Month.

Copies of all Valley Proud publications
are available by calling Valley Proud at
412-8004 ,  o r  a t  ou r  webs i t e
(www.valleyproud.org),  or by E-mailing us
at  vpec@sbcglobal.net.

Valley Proud Sets Goal of Planting 3,000,000 Trees by Year 2015

In 1990, a small
group of concerned
volunteers met to
discuss how we could
mobilize and motivate
people in the Lower
Rio Grande Valley to
recycle and conserve
valuable landfill space.

From this meeting,
we developed a vision

and a dream.  That dream came true with the
creation of the Valley Proud Environmental Council,
a  regional, binational project-oriented organization
which addresses a broad range of local needs from
responsible solid waste disposal to reforestation.

During the past 18 years, Valley Proud has
grown and matured into the  most successful regional
non-profit organization of its kind in the United
States.  We have been recognized with 11 major

Valley Proud - Past, Present and Future
state and national awards. Valley Proud has a fully
operational office and a paid coordinator supported
financially by members, sponsors and grants.

In the year 2000, thanks to the generosity of
Dr. and Mrs. M. M. MacRae, and a working
relationship with the South Padre Island Community
Foundation, another dream came true.  With the

proceeds of the sale of land donated by the MacRaes,
we established the MacRae Endowment Fund.
This fund will generate income in perpetuity to
cover some of Valley Proud’s basic costs.  With this
income, along with the continued support of our
loyal sponsors and new contributors, we are assured
of the continuation of Valley Proud’s projects for
the benefit of approximately 2,500,000 people who James R. Matz

Students from Mid Valley Christian School plant a
tree at the Valley Nature Center in Weslaco during
an Arbor Month ceremony on February 15, 2008.

 — John Sawhill

“In the end our society will be judged not
only by what we create, but also by what

we refuse to destroy.”



When the Valley Proud Environmental
Council was formed in 1990, the first project
it tackled was a Valleywide Trash Bash.  Thousands
of volunteers fanned out across the four county area
collecting and bagging trash from streets, alleys,
highways and byways.  By the end of the day, tons
and tons of bagged garbage dotted the landscape,
waiting to be hauled away.

Building on the success of that Trash Bash,
Valley Proud has gone on to sponsor a number of
other environmental projects during the past eighteen
years.  The Annual Trash Bash, which was expanded
several years ago to include a week long Country
Cleanup, is still the signature Valley Proud event.

Some 26 communities participated in the 2008
Trash Bash held on April 5th in conjunction with
Keep Texas Beautiful’s “Don’t Mess With Texas

 Several years ago, used Christmas trees were collected at numerous locations all across the Rio
Grande Valley and hauled to South Padre Island to use as a base to build sand dunes.

Disposition of the trees has changed during the past few years and they are now
collected for chipping and composting.  Each year, Valley Proud utilizes public service advertising to divert
thousands of used Christmas trees, devoid of decorations, from Valley landfills.

From December 26, 2007, to January 5, 2008, some 22 drop-off locations for used trees were made
available throughout the four county Rio Grande Valley.  This is just one more way Valley residents and
businesses are cooperating to conserve space in our rapidly filling landfills.

Valley Proud puppeteer Sandi Jaeger and Captain Crab accepting the Gulf Guardian Award presented by the Gulf of Mexico
Program at the 2007 Clean Gulf Conference in Tampa, Florida, on November 14, 2007.

VALLEY PROUD AWARDS
Texas Urban Forestry Council

Regional Project Award

Clean Texas 2000 Governor’s Award
for Environmental Excellence for

Civic/Non-Profit Organizations

Keep Texas Beautiful
Civic Organization Award

National Arbor Day Foundation
Regional Program Award

Robert Rodale
Environmental Excellence Award

Renew America National Award
for Community Environmental Education

Keep America Beautiful
National Regional Project Award

Chevron-Times Mirror Magazine
Conservation Award

Texas General Land Office
Coastal Education & Public Awareness Award

Renew America National Award
for Environmental Sustainability

and Community Education

Gulf Guardian Award Civic/Non Profit
Captain Crab Clean Beach Campaign

& Puppet Show

All Valley Trash Bash Led The Way

Christmas Tree Composting Project

Captain Crab & His Beach Patrol Puppet Show Rolls On
Bolstered by a GULF GUARDIAN AWARD

in 2007, the Captain Crab Puppet Show continues
to entertain and enlighten audiences throughout
the Rio Grande Valley and as far North as Portland
and Kemah, Texas.

The puppet show, featuring  a  life sized
costumed Captain Crab and his assortment of
aquatic puppets, began performances in January,
2006, in fourth grade classrooms, where they were
met with enthusiastic approval by students and
teachers.

Captain Crab’s message is simple:  “Don't’
litter our beaches!”

Prior to the 20 minute program, students view
a video entitled “A Day At The Beach,” emphasizing
the message “Trash Our Beach, Pay the Price,”
followed by a scripted puppet show reinforcing the
video.

Last year was a very busy season for the Puppet
Show and 2008 should be even busier.  Here is an
Events List for 2007, other than classroom puppet
shows.
January - Foto Fiesta, Edinburg
February - Ocelot Festival, Harlingen, KOA World’s
     Largest Fishing Tournament/Beach Cleanup
      (Capt. Crab only)
March - RGV Coastal Expo, Edinburg
April - Portland Windfest, SPI Ecotourism Summit
May - Bay Day, Kemah Boardwalk, Kemah
June - 21st Century Summer Program, Family

Exploration, Quinta Mazatlan, McAllen

July - Energy Expo, Cameron Works; Sea Life Day
August - Su Clinica Health Fair, Harlingen
September - Texas GLO Kids Fair, Kemah
    Boardwalk, Kemah
October - Sand Castle Days, Quinta Mazatlan
    Wildwalk, McAllen
November - Su Clinica Health Fair, Brownsville;

    RGV Birding Festival, Harlingen
The Captain Crab Clean Beach Program anti-

littering campaign was conceived in 1998 by a
coalition of government entities, companies and
private citizens, led by Valley Proud and the Texas
General Land Fund’s Coastal Coordination Council.

Trash Off ”  and Keep America Beautiful’s “Great
American Cleanup.” Statewide results for 2007 show
that over 131,000 volunteers from 4,179 communities
collected 14,367, 627 bags of trash.  The Rio Grande
Valley’s Country Cleanup from April 5th to April
12th produced an estimated 20 tons.

“A new mandatory garbage collection service
instituted in Cameron County has provided some
help in lessening the amount of trash littering our
highways and drainage ditches,” Valley Proud
Chairman James R. Matz said.  “However, we still
have a long way to go to overcome the trashing of
our beautiful Rio Grande Valley.”

“Meanwhile you can count on Valley Proud to
work tirelessly to lead the way in promoting efforts
to eliminate trash and litter, as well as illegal dumping
that has long prevailed here in our tropical paradise.”



If you are thinking a year ahead,
sow a seed.
If you are thinking ten years ahead,
plant a forest.
If you are thinking one hundred years ahead,
educate the people.
By sowing a seed once, you harvest only once.
By planting a forest, you will harvest tenfold.
By educating the people, you will harvest your
dreams.
                                                Chinese Proverb

at Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, Santa
Ana  NWR, and other land managed by state and
private organizations.  The habitat is fragmented
and the LRGVNWR is working to link up isolated
areas by restoring native vegetation on Refuge
properties.

The restored habitat greatly improves the
quality of life in the Rio Grande Valley.  The
plantings benefit our wildlife, increase ecotourism,
and even economic development.  Valley Proud is
pleased to be a part of this ongoing effort to improve
the quality of life in the Rio Grande Valley.

On October 13,
2007, the call went out
for 1,000 volunteers to
plant 20,000 native
seedlings on the U. S.
Fish and Wildlife
Refuge’s El Ranchito
Tr ac t  sou th  o f
Harlingen. Various
groups and individuals
turned out in force at
8 a.m. and completed
the task well before the
12 noon deadline.
The hard working
vo luntee r s  were
rewarded for their
efforts with a lunch of
hot dogs and soft
drinks.

Since 1994, Valley Proud has joined forces
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to mobilize
volunteers to plant over 179,000 native seedling
trees and shrubs to restore 680 acres of habitat along
the “Wildlife Corridor” stretching from Falcon Lake
on the west to the Gulf of Mexico on the east.

 The LRGV National Wildlife Refuge was
established in 1979 to create new habitat  that has
been depleted largely through farming,  The Refuge
now manages approximately 85,000 acres on 115
tracts of land, augmenting other protected habitat

Rio Reforestation XVI:
Adds 20,000 Seedling Trees To Habitat

Project Redirectory: Over 22 Tons Collected

Two young volunteers hard at work planting one of the 20,000 trees on the El Ranchito Tract
of the Wildlife Corridor during Rio Reforestation Day on October 13, 2007.

Stacks of outdated telephone directories collected at the McAllen Recycling Center waiting to be recycled during Project Redirectory
held in March, 2008.

Laura Maxwell Receives
National Recognition
Valley Proud’s Executive Director, Laura

Maxwell, received national recognition last
November from the Washington, DC-based
Alliance for Community Trees, a nonprofit
urban forestry organization.  Laura received the
organization’s “NeighborWoods Academy
Scholarship” donated by the Home Depot
Foundation, the leader in nonprofit organizations
that are in the business of building better
communities through urban forestry.

For several years, Valley Proud has joined  AT&T Real Yellow Pages, area businesses, city recycling
centers, and the media to promote the recycling of outdated telephone directories.  Over 22 tons were
collected for recycling from March 1-31, 2008, thus saving valuable space in Rio Grande Valley landfills.

Businesses and individuals were urged to take their old phone directories to recycling centers located
throughout the Valley, including all H-E-B stores, Zarsky Lumber in Los Fresnos, all Burton Auto Supply
stores, and the Port Isabel Wal-Mart.  Other locations included city recycling centers in Alamo, Edinburg,
Harlingen, McAllen, Pharr, San Benito, San Juan and Weslaco.

Human subtlety…will never
devise an invention more

beautiful, more simple or more
direct than does nature,

because in her inventions
nothing is lacking and
nothing is superfluous.

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Valley Proud

Environmental Council, a non-profit 501
(c-3) organization, is to preserve the

natural beauty and environment of the
Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas and
Mexico, by promoting education and

public awareness projects, including those
that encourage proper tree planting and
maintenance, solid waste management
and responsible behavior by all those who

live and visit here.

We fulfill our mission by forging
partnerships between grassroots

volunteer organizations and the public
and private sectors, which support our

projects and result in improving the
quality of life, enhancing economic

development and tourism, and which
conserve public and natural resources.



Blanca Vela
     Blanca Vela was born
a n d  r e a r e d  i n
Harlingen, Texas.  She
moved to Brownsville
with her late husband,
Federal District Judge
Filemon Vela.  After
teaching at San Benito
Elementary, she earned
a Master’s Degree in
Counseling from Pan

American University.  She served as a counselor at
St. Joseph’s Academy in Brownsville for several years
and volunteered at her childen’s school.

Her civic involvement at the present includes
membership on the governing bodies of the Valley
Baptist Health System Development Board, the
Girl Scouts of Greater South Texas Board, the
VAMOS/Vela Scholarship Tournament, the
Brownsville Museum of Fine Arts and the Valley
Proud Environmental  Counci l  Board.

In the past Blanca served as chairperson of the
Board of Directors for Brownsville National Bank,
the Brownsville Public Utilities Board (PUB), the
Brownsville Library Foundation and the Brownsville
Community Library Foundation.  She served as
Brownsville’s first female mayor from 1999 to 2003.

Blanca’s favorite pastime is volunteering in
various children’s activities and making Brownsville
a better place now and in the future.  She also enjoys
traveling with family and friends and has visited
Europe, South and Central America, as well as
throughout the United States.

Board Member Profile

Blanca Vela

Chairman-
JAMES R. MATZ
Palm Valley
Vice Chairman-
DAVE FRIEDMAN
Sea Ranch Enterprises - SPI
Secretary/Treasurer -
ELAINE LOCKHART
Harlingen
KEVIN ALFORD
Alford Insurance-Brownsville
BOBBY AGUILAR
Rio Grande Valley Sugar Growers,
Santa Rosa
NANCY BROWN
Santa Ana Wildlife Refuge,
Alamo
TOMAS CANTU
Starr County Landfill Dept.,
Precint 1

SCOTT FRIEDMAN
Marina Village, Port Isabel
MARIBEL BERMUDEZ
GUERRERO
Bermudez & Associates, LLC
Brownsville
COURTNEY HAYDEN
South Padre Island Cinema
BILL JORN, General Manager
KVEO-TV, Brownsville
GEORGIANA MATZ
Palm Valley
DOROTHEA PENNINGTON
Raymondville
FRANCISCO TREVIÑO
Monterrey, Mexico
BLANCA VELA
Brownsville

VALLEY PROUD
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513 East Jackson St., Suite 304
Harlingen, TX 78550  •  (956) 412-8004

www.valleyproud.org
Email: vpec@sbcglobal.net

Printed on Recycled Paper

ENDOWMENT FUND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

LAURA MAXWELL, Valley Proud, Executive Director

Valley Proud Sponsors:

Valley Proud’s operating funds come from cash, grants, and in-kind memberships
from businesses, local governments, media, and individuals.  Membership

categories range from $35 (Proud Friend) to $2,500 (Proud Sponsor) or more
and are tax-deductible.  You are cordially invited to join by sending your check
payable to Valley Proud Environmental Council, 513 East Jackson Street, Suite

304, Harlingen, Texas 78550. You may pay your membership online at the Valley
Proud website using the secure Pay Pal option. If you have any questions, please

call 956-412-8004 or visit our website: www.valleyproud.org

Valley Proud Memberships

Recycling used oil and oil filters has been a
joint project of Valley Proud and the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ)
since its inception in 1997.  An extensive media
campaign is launched each year to encourage citizens
to recycle their used oil and filters.  Valley Proud
utilizes newspaper ads, flyers, and public service
radio announcements with the message “Don’t Be
Crude” and “Put used oil and filters in their place”
by recycling them.  Most cities and towns in the
four county Rio Grande Valley have collection
centers where individuals can take used oil and
filters. In addition, Advance  Auto Parts, Auto Zone,
O’Reilley Auto Parts, and Pep Boy locations have
pitched in by also taking used oil and filters.

Each spring and summer Valley Proud unveils
its ongoing  “Don’t Bag It” grass clippings campaign

to remind businesses and
homeowners that they should

leave grass clippings on lawns
to provide moisture
retention and valuable
nutrients while saving

valuable landfill space.
Utilizing news-

paper ads, radio
announcements and

fliers, Valley Proud
reminds people that landfill space is limited and it
is therefore important that we do everything possible
to reduce our trash output. One of the best ways to
accomplish this is to leave grass clippings on our
lawns when we mow.

American Electric Power  •  Bank of America  •  Bargain
Book  •  BMP Radio  •  Brownsville Herald  •  Burton Auto

Supply  •  Cameron County Parks & Recreation Dept.
City of Brownsville  •  City of Harlingen  •  City of McAllen
City of San Benito •  City of Weslaco  •  Coastal Current
H-E-B  •  The Home Depot  •  Island Breeze  •  James A.

“Buddy” Davidson Charitable Foundation •  KFRQ-
FM/KKPS-FM/KVLY-FM  •  KGBT-FM  •  KGBT-TV  •  KMBH-

TV/FM/KHID-FM  •  KNVO-TV  •  KRGV-TV  •  KTLM-TV
KVEO-TV  •  L & F Distributors  •  La Feria News  •  Lamar
Outdoor  •  Lone Star National Bank  •  Long Chilton, LLP

Los Fresnos News  •  Dr. & Mrs. M.M. MacRae
The Meadows Foundation  •  Mercedes Enterprise

Mid Valley Town Crier  •  Port Isabel/SPI Press
Red River Service Corporation  •  Rio Grande Valley Sugar

Growers  •  Rio Hondo News  •  San Benito News
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Texas Forest Service  •  Texas General Land Office
Texas State Bank-Brownsville  •  Time Warner Cable

Town of South Padre Island  •  U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Valley Baptist Health Plans  •  Valley Morning Star

Will Celebrate 25 Years of Service in 2015

Never doubt that a small group of
committed citizens can change the world.
In fact, they are the only ones that ever have.

— Margaret Meade

PRESIDENT - Willliam Hudson
Managing Director, Paseo de la Resaca. Brownsville

VICE PRESIDENT - John Martin
Valley Land Fund, McAllen

SECRETARY TREASURER - Georgiana Matz
Valley Proud Environmental Council, Palm Valley

Tomas Cantu
Starr County Precinct 1
Robert (Bobby) Farris

Valley Transit Company, Harlingen
ENDOWMENT FUND ADVISORY BOARD

Bill Martin
Morgan Stanley, McAllen

VALLEY PROUD
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2008-2009

TEXAS ADOPT-A-BEACH CLEANUP (FALL)
September 20, 2008

South Padre Island, Boca Chica Beach

RIO REFORESTATION
October 11,2008  (Rain Date: October 25)

Tree planting to restore habitat
along the Rio Grande

CHRISTMAS TREE COMPOSTING
December 26, 2008 - January 3, 2009

Christmas Trees are collected for
mulching and composting

ALL VALLEY ARBOR MONTH
February, 2009

Ceremonies will be held Valleywide

TEXAS ADOPT-A-BEACH CLEANUP
(Winter Texans - late February, 2009)

PROJECT REDIRECTORY
March, 2009

Outdated telephone directories are
collected and recycled

ALL VALLEY RECYCLING DAY
March 7, 2009

Increased emphasis on
Reduce, Reuse, Buy Recycled

ALL VALLEY TRASH BASH
April 4, 2009

Volunteers clean up litter Valleywide

TEXAS COUNTRY CLEANUP
April 4-11, 2009

TEXAS ADOPT-A-BEACH CLEANUP
April, 2009 (Spring)

ONGOING PROJECTS
Captain Crab Clean Beach Program

Anti-Illegal Dumping
“Don’t Be Crude”/Used Oil Recycling

“Don’t Bag It”/Grass Clippings Campaign
Buy Recycled


